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EDUCATION — CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Education 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.08 pm]: The current curriculum 
framework for Western Australian schools has been in place for the past 10 years. It has not always been clean 
sailing, and some aspects of the curriculum have been very controversial. I believe 10 years provides us with the 
perfect time to review our kindergarten to year 10 curriculum, assessment and reporting policies and procedures. 
I have asked University of WA education academic Professor David Andrich to undertake this expert review. 
Mr John Firth, chief executive officer of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority and a member of 
the national curriculum board, will act as an external reference. 

The terms of reference for the review are to review the curriculum framework for curriculum, assessment and 
reporting purposes in WA schools, with particular reference to kindergarten to year 10; to advise on the 
relationship between the curriculum framework and proposed national curriculum; and to consider the impact of 
any proposed changes on teachers and schools in WA. Professor Andrich will consider evaluation reports 
produced over the past decade and examine assessment documents. He will consult a range of school 
administrators and teachers, particularly those with leadership in curriculum, assessment and reporting. The 
review will also consider the impact on Western Australian schools of the new national curriculum being 
developed for English, mathematics, the sciences and history, with geography and languages to follow. There is 
an agreement that the implementation of these subjects will occur in 2011, though details have not yet been 
considered. 

I expect Professor Andrich’s report to be finished by the middle of this year, and I expect to make it public 
shortly afterwards. This review is consistent with the state government’s commitment to ensure that teachers are 
well supported, particularly during the implementation of the inevitable national curriculum. The school 
curriculum has been a political football in recent years and it has been teachers that have suffered. I will make 
sure that teachers get the necessary support that will allow them to do what they do best—teach. 
 


